The Letter To The

HEBREWS

In former times, God spoke to our
ancestors thru the prophets. He did this at various
times and in many different ways.

*But in this last period of time, He has spoken to
us thru His Son. And it was thru His Son that God
created the entire universe.® He has also decided
that His Son will inherit everything,

3The very brilliance of God’s glory shines out
from the Son, and reveals what God is really like.
And it is by the powerful word of command of His
Son that God maintains and perpetuates all things
in the entire universe. After the Son had provided
the means by which we could be cleansed of our
sins,* He sat down in Heaven at the right hand of
God, the Supreme Powerb

God'’s Son Is Greater than Angels

“The Son has become far greater than the
angels—as much greater as the name He inherit-
ed from the Father is far greater that theirs.

>Because to which of the angels did God ever
say,

You are My Son; because today I have begotten
You and have become Your Father®?
Nor did God ever say about any angel,
I will be His Father,
and He will be My Son.?

And again, when God brought His first-born
Son into the world, He said,

All the angels of God must worship? Him.

"But when speaking about the angels He said,
God makes His angels to resemble the winds, serv-
ing Him as swiftly and powerfully as lightning.?

80n the other hand, when speaking about the

Son, He said,
Your Kingdom, O God, will continue on forever
and ever! Your Imperial Dominion will be highly
esteemed for its justice, honesty, and goodness.

? You have loved what is right and hated what is
wrong. For that reason God, yes, even Your God,
has flooded Your soul with great joy, far above
that experienced by Your companions.?

0 God also said,

In the beginning, O Lord, You created the earth.
And the galaxies of stars in the heavens are the
work of Your hands.

11 They will perish, but You will remain. They will
all become worn out with age like a garment.

12 Then You will fold them up like a robe, and they
will be changed into something new. But You are
and always will be the same, and Your life will
never end.?

3And to which of the angels did God ever say,
Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a
footstool for Your feet*?

“He never said that to any of them, because the
function of angels is that of ministering spirits.
They are constantly being sent out by God to help
and serve those who are about to be saved.

Our Salvation is So Great

So because of what’s been said here, we must
be more careful than ever to keep listening
and acting on what we’ve been taught, so that we
don’t allow ourselves at any time to drift off course
from what God has told us.
*Because if God backed up everything He said to
us thru angels, and punished us in the way we
deserved when we disobeyed the commands He

1:2a John 1:3; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Ephesians 3:9¢;
Colossians 1:15-17.

1:3a ... by means of His suffering and death on
the cross for us ...

1:3b There is only one Supreme God, (John 17:3),
and that’s the Father. See also 1 Corinthians 8:6,
and the note. Many places in Scripture the Father
is called the Most High God. Yes, the Son is also
God, but He is God by virtue of the power and glory
given Him by the Father. Matthew 28:18; John
14:28; 17:24; 1 Corinthians 11:3.

1:5a But this is what God did say to His Son.

Hebrews 5:5; Psalm 2:7; 89:27.

1:5b 2 Samuel 7:14.

1:6a Imperative mood. God is not begging or sug-
gesting, He is commanding! If angels are under
obligation to worship Him, man is most certainly
under obligation to do so.

1:7a Psalm 104:4. Or ... serving Him as flames
of fire.

1:8-9a Psalm 45:6-7.

1:10-12a Psalm 102:25-27.

1:13a But this is what God did say to His Son.
Psalm 110:1; Matthew 22:44.
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gave us thru them, how can we escape His judg-
ment if we neglect* a salvation that is so great?

31t was the Lord Jesus who first told us about it.2
Then it was confirmed and passed on to us by
those who had heard Him speak.

i Even now God continues to testify? to the truth
of their testimony by signs and wonders, and by
different kinds of miracles. He also gives gifts of
the Holy Spirit to His people, according to His own
will and purpose.

Jesus Became as Human as We Are

5And we know that God has not put the angels
in charge of the coming new world of which we
speak.

SBut as one writer of Scripture earnestly and
most solemnly declared in a certain place,

What is mankind, O God, that You bother Yourself
to even think about us? Why are You so concerned
about mere man that You continue to care for us?

7 You made us a little lower than the angels. Then

You crowned us with glory and honor, putting us
in charge of the things Your hands had made.

8 You have put us in charge of everything there is!®
In putting us in charge of everything, God hasn’t
left anything that is not subject to us. But at the
present time we don’t yet see ourselves ruling over
everything,

9But what we do see is Jesus. Thru God’s kind-
ness which we don’t deserve, Jesus was made a lit-
tle lower than the angels for the purpose of suffer-
ing and dying, so that He might endure suffering
and death for every one of us. But now we see Him
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crowned with great glory and honor?!
10All things were created by God for His own rea-
sons and purposes. And in order to make it possi-
ble for Him to bring many children to Himself to
share His glory,® He did what His love, justice, and
wisdom demanded when He made the Founder of
our salvation perfect thru sufferings.
1Because both Jesus, who is making us holy, and
those of us who are being made holy by Him, have
the same Father. That’s why He isn’t ashamed to
call us His brothers and sisters.
2He even said to God,
I will tell My brothers and sisters what You have
done. When they meet together I will join them in
singing Your praises.2
3He also said,
I will put My trust in God.?
And also,
Here I am, with the children God has given Me.P
Y%And since the children are made of flesh and
blood, He was born as they were, taking on Himself
a body of flesh and blood. He took upon Himself
our humanity so that He could die, because only
by dying® could He crush the power of the one who
had the power of death—that is, the devil.
5He did it so that He might set free those who
were enslaved all their lives by fear of death.
16Clearly, then, He did not become an angel; He
became a man, a descendant of Abraham.
17So He had to be made like His brothers and sis-
ters in every way, so that He could be a merciful
and faithful High Priest in matters relating to God.
This was also necessary if He were to be able to

2:2a Just who is the writer addressing here? What
does He mean? See Appendix 227, page 489.

2:3a ... and the conditions for receiving it.

2:4a The Greek sunepimarturountos here, is pre-
sent tense (present continuous action), not past
tense as some translate.

2:6-8a Psalm 8:4-6. Oh, the wonder of it all! The
main idea in the teaching here is that redeemed
people, in their glorified state, as children of God,
will rule over all of God’s creation. It could be that
during the first 1,000 years, while the earth is being
subdued, this rule will be confined to the earth. But
in reading these verses carefully, one is impressed
with the fact that God plans to put everything
under His children. A summary of everything
would include the moon, the sun, and all the galax-
ies of stars. It no doubt will include much more, of
which we know nothing at present.

2:9a ... following His death, resurrection, and
ascension to Heaven.

2:10a 1 Peter 5:1,4,10. This glory is not a place,

but a state of being. It is we who will be glorified!

2:12a Psalm 22:22.

2:13a Isaiah 8:17.

2:13b Isaiah 8:18.

2:14a He died so that He could be our substitute,
and die in our place. The great purpose for which
the Redeemer came was to rescue us from the awful
penalty that God has pronounced upon us because
of our sin; to restore us to life and hope; to place us
in a world where death is unknown.

What undertaking in all the universe has been so
grand as this? And Christ has given each and every
one of His followers the awesome responsibility of
sharing in that great undertaking by telling the
Great News to everyone everywhere! Matthew 28:18-
20; Romans 10:9-10.

2:17a ... to make it possible for God to offer us

Jforgiveness.

2:18a It hurts to resist temptation. Whatever the
temptation, your lower self cries out to be satisfied.
Hebrews 4:15 tells us that Christ was tempted in
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suffer and die in order to make amends for the sins
of mankind.?

Because of the fact that He Himself suffered
when He was tempted, He is able to help us as we
are now being tempted.

Jesus is Greater than Moses

3 For that reason, dear brothers and sisters, who
are dedicated to God and have accepted His

invitation to Heaven, I want you to think very seri-

ously about Christ Jesus® who is both God’s Mes-

senger to us and the High Priest of our faith.

*He was faithful to God who appointed Him as
High Priest, in the same way that Moses served
faithfully in everything having to do with God’s
house.?

*But it certainly is agreed that Christ is worthy
of far greater honor than Moses, just as the builder
of a house is worthy of far greater honor than the
house.?

“Every house is built by someone, but the
builder of all things is God.?

5And Moses was indeed faithful in all of his
responsibilities as a servant in God’s house, even
challenging the people to pay close attention to the
message that would later be given them by Christ,
the Messiah.2

But Christ is faithful as the Son in charge of
God’s house. And we are His house? if with
unflinching determination, unshaken in courage,
we indeed continue until the end of life to joyfully
boast to others about who we now areP and the
sure hope® we have.
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We Must Continue to Believe
and Obey Our Lord God

780 as the Holy Spirit warns,

When you realize that your God is speaking to you
today,

8 don’t be stubborn and refuse to obey My com-
mands! That's the way your ancestors acted when
they rebelled against Me during the time I was test-
ing them in the wilderness.

? They, instead, put Me on trial and put My patience
to a severe test there,2 even after they had seen all
the amazing things I had done for them.b

1080 for 40 vears after that I was inflamed with
anger against that entire generation. In their
hearts they are always going astray, I said. They
have no real interest in knowing what I want them
to do.

1 In my anger I solemnly vowed, They will never
enter into My rest in the land I promised them!?

1250 take warning, my brothers and sisters, and

make sure there isn’t a heart of evil desire and
doubt in any of you,2 causing you to turn back
from obeying what the living God has told you to
do and not do.

3You must continue to challenge and urgently

plead with one another every day while the word
today still applies to us, so that not even one of you
becomes hardened?® by the treacherous siren calls
of sin,

4Because we can claim we have become partak-

ers of the great inheritance Christ has purchased
for us only if we have indeed held on firmly to the
original assurance? we had, until the end of our

every way that we are. But not once did He yield
to them and sin. Christ suffered the death of self
every time He resisted temptation to sin. So He’s
been there before us—as a human being,

So call on Him for help when you are tempted,
because He knows all about your need, and He has
promised to help. See 1 Corinthians 10:13; Philip-
pians 2:12-13; 2 Thessalonians 3:3; James 1:12-15;
1 Peter 1:13-16; 1 John 1:8-9; Jude 1c, and the notes.

3:1a Every person should stand in profound
amazement when he considers who Jesus really is,
and all He has done for us, and what the results will
be for us thruout eternity. We owe Him endless
praise and thanksgiving,

3:2a Numbers 12:7.

3:3a Because Jesus, the Son of God, is even the
Builder and Creator of Moses. John 1:3.

3:4a ... who created all things thru Jesus Christ.
See 1:2; Ephesians 3:9; Colossians 1:15-16.

3:5a Deuteronomy 18:15-19.

3:6a ... in which He lives ... John 14:23; 1

Corinthians 3:16.

3:6b 1 John 3:1-2.

3:6¢ The Greek word here, translated confidence
in many translations, actually means oufspoken-
ness, frankness, plainness of speech, outspoken-
ness to the public, courage, confidence, boldness,
Jearlessness—all toward man; and joyfulness and
confidence toward God. See Romans 10:9-10 and
notes. Notice that this verse and Romans 10:9-10
hold very serious implications regarding our salva-
tion.

3:9a ... by not believing I was serious or capa-
ble when I commanded them to move forward
and take the land ... Numbers 13:1 to 14:23.

3:9b ... in Egypt, in the Red Sea, and in the
desert.

3:7-11a Psalm 95:7-11.

3:12a ... believing you don’t need to continue to
obey the Lord in order to be saved ... Romans 2:3-
8; 6:16; Hebrews 5:9. This includes the command to
speak out for the Lord (Matthew 28:18-20; Romans
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life hereP
15 Seriously consider that the Scripture says,
When you realize that God is speaking to you
today, you must not harden your hearts as your
ancestors did when they rebelled against Me.?

16 And who were the people who even heard God’s
voice, and still rebelled? Didn’t that include all®
the people who came out of Egypt with Moses?

17And with whom was God angry for 40 years?
Wasn’t it with those who sinned, who finally died
in the desert?

18To whom did He solemnly vow that they would
not enter His place of rest? Was it not to those who
had refused to obey Him?

1980 we see that the reason they couldn’t enter
was because of their unbelief.2

4Although we have God’s promise of rest in His
Heaven, the thing that happened to those peo-
ple should cause us to tremble with fear,? when we
realize that any one of you may have come short
of what God requires of you to get there.P
*The Great News about a place of rest has
indeed been preached to us, just as it was to them.
But the message they heard didn’t do them any
good, because they didn’t believe.?
3We who have truly believed® will indeed enter
into His rest. But always remember that God said
this concerning Israel,
In my anger I solemnly vowed, They will never
enter into My rest in the land 1 promised them!P
He said this even though He had finished His work
of preparing for them ever since the world was cre-
ated.
“Moses reported somewhere about the seventh
day in this way,
And God rested on the seventh day after He had
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finished all of His work of creation.?

5But as already quoted, God said,

Those people will never enter into My rest in the
land T promised them!?

980 the Scriptures plainly speak about a place of
rest that is available to some, even though those to
whom it was first offered weren’t able to enter
because of their refusal to obey God.?

"But now God has given us another day when
it's possible to gain entrance into His rest. King
David wrote about it long after Israel rebelled in
the wilderness. That day is called today. As already
quoted, David wrote,

When you realize that God is speaking to you
today, you must not harden your hearts!?

81f Joshua had given the people true rest when
he brought them into Israel, God would not have
spoken later about another day when we could
enter.

980 for the people of God there is a wonderful,
complete rest, that is still in the future.

19And anyone who has been welcomed into God’s
rest in Heaven has rested from his work, just as
God did from His.?

1150 let us be diligent in making sure that we
enter that rest® Let’s make sure that none of us
miss going there by following the example of those
who disobeyed God.P

2Because every word that God speaks is alive
and powerful. It’s cutting edges are sharper than
any two-edged sword. It cuts open and lays bare
your very soul and spirit, even piercing into the
joints and marrow. As it does so, it reveals and
examines the very thoughts and intentions of the
heart.

BThere is no created thing in all of creation that
is hidden from the eyes of God. Everything lies

10:9-10) as well as obeying His commands to
refrain from sin. His commands to act are just as
important and binding as His commands to refrain
from acting,

3:13a ... hardened to the high standards Christ
has given you to live by, and thereby becoming
open to the treacherous siren calls of sin.

3:14a We certainly can’t have assurance that we
belong to Christ if we ignore His teachings and
ignore or refuse to obey Him. See 5:9.

3:14b Philippians 3:11-17.

3:15a Psalm 95:7-11.

3:16a All but two (Caleb and Joshua) rebelled.
Numbers 13:1 to 14:9.

3:19a But they were believers, weren’t they? What
was wrong? See Appendix 228, page 490, for the
answer.

4:1a Philippians 2:12.

4:1b We must realize that what God requires is
genuine faith—faith that comes from the very cen-
ter of your heart and soul, causing you to not only
believe His promises, but also to believe and act in
regard to His warnings, and to faithfully follow His
instructions about how we are both to live for Him
and serve Him until He takes us home. God clearly
shows us here that anything less is unbelief.

42a ... that God could bring them to the place
of vest He bad promised. So they became fearful
and refused to obey. Numbers 13 and 14. When a
person refuses to believe God to the extent of dis-
obeying His instructions, God’s promises no longer
apply to him.

4:3a Remember, to believe in Christ means to
believe and obey His teachings and commands, as
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bare and exposed to the eyes of the One to whom
we must all give an accounting.?

Jesus is Our Great High Priest

1 And since we have a great High Priest, Jesus the
Son of God, who has passed thru the skies and
beyond, let us take a strong and firm stand® for
what we say we believe.

5Because we don’t have a High Priest who is
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but
One who was tempted in every way that we are.
But not once did He vield to those temptations and
sin.

1For that reason we should always come with
confidence to the throne of our merciful God.
Because there we will find mercy and forgiveness,
and we will receive His undeserved kindness and
help in our time of need.

Now every High Priest of Israel is selected

from among men, and is appointed to repre-
sent them in their dealings with God. He offers
their gifts to God, as well as their sacrifices for
their sins.

2Since he himself is weak in many ways, he is
able to deal gently with those who are ignorant
and are being seduced and led astray.

3And because of his own weaknesses, he must
offer sacrifices for his own sins, as well as for the
sins of the people.

“But no man can take this honorable position
for himself. He must be appointed by God, just as
Aaron was.?

5Even Christ didn’t glorify Himself to the posi-
tion of High Priest. But the One who appointed
Him was the One who had told Him,

You are My Son. Today I have begotten You and
have become Your Father.?

HEBREWS 5

%Tn another Scripture God says,

You are a Priest forever, in the same distinctive
class as Melchizedek.?

"When Jesus was here on earth in human form,
He prayed and pleaded with loud, impassioned
prayet, with tears, to the One who was able to save
Him from death.® And God granted His request
because of His utter devotion to the Father.

5Even though He was God’s Son, He still learned
to be obedient by the things He suffered.

9And when that suffering had made Him God’s
perfect sacrifice, He became the source of salvation
and eternal life for those who make it their sincere
aim to obey Him in all things at all times.?

'Remember that God has declared Him to be
High Priest in the same distinctive class as
Melchizedek.

Warning Against Falling Away

'There is so much more we could say about this,
but you've become sluggish and lazy in your lis-
tening, so it’s hard to explain it in a way that you
can understand.

2Because by this time, when vou should be
teaching others, you still need someone to explain
to you all over again the simplest things about
what God has said. You're still in constant need of
milk instead of solid food!

3Anyone who can take in only milk is still a
small baby, who knows nothing about the true
demands and expectations of God for us.

4But solid spiritual food is for those who are
spiritually mature, who have come to the place
where they more fully understand the teachings of
Christianity, and can accept what is true and reject
what is false.

well as to believe His promises.

4:3b Numbers 14:22-23; Psalm 95:11.

4:4a Genesis 2:2.

4:5a Psalm 95:11.

4:6a Some have translated this word unbelief, but
it's disobeyed in the Greek. How can some people
dare to take such liberties with the word of God!
Even the King James translation is wrong here and
inv 11,

4:7a Psalm 95:7-8.

410a ... after He had finished the work of cre-
ation. Genesis 2:1-3.

4:11a 2 Peter 1:10.

4:11b What kind of disobedience brought chaos
to those people? And how does their disobedience
apply to us? See Appendix 229, page 491.

4:1%a Proverbs 5:21; 15:3.

414a ... by both word and action ...

5:4a Aaron was the first High Priest of Israel.

5:5a Psalm 2.7.

5:6a Psalm 110:4.

5:7a Some believe Christ was near death in Geth-
semane when He endured such intense sorrow, and
that God restored Him so He would be able to com-
plete the work of redemption on Calvary’s cross.

5:9a Obey, present participle. In the Greek this
verb now becomes an adjective, describing those
who will be saved. Present tense, present continu-
ous action. Only those who make it their sincere
aim lo always obey Him can have any assurance
that they will be saved. Only obedient faith is sav-
ing faith. Selective obedience is rebellion!
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650 let’s be done with constantly going over
and over again the first lessons we learned
about the Christian faith. Let’s move on to matu-
rity, not continually laying the foundation, only
talking about the necessity of turning away from
acts that lead to death, and the need for genuine
faith toward God.

2And you don’t need continual instructions
about the various ceremonial washings practiced
by the Jews,® the laying on of hands to bless and
heal, the resurrection of the dead, and judgments
that are eternal.

3With God’s permission, we will now move on to
other things.

“In regard to those who once clearly understood
the Great News, who accepted the heavenly gift of
life and were partakers of the Holy Spirit,

Swho have experienced comfort and peace from
the word of God, and have even experienced the
great powers of the age to come,

and then have fallen away;? it is impossible to
bring them again to the place where they will
repent. They are themselves now crucifying the
Son of God all over again, and shaming Him pub-
licly!

7Soil that drinks in the rain that falls on it often,
and continues to produce good crops for those
who have cultivated it, is blessed by God.

8But land that continues to produce only thorns
and thistles is in danger of being rejected and
cursed. It will end up being burned.

9But even though we are compelled to keep
warning? you in this way, we are confident that we
can expect better things from you,? dear friends—
yes, things that prove you are fixed in your direc-
tion, with firm and unwavering resolve in your
dedication to God.

10God isn’t unfair. He won’t forget how you have
faithfully worked and labored for Him because of
your love for Him. He knows how you have helped
others who are dedicated to Him, and how you
continue to do so.

'But we continue to earnestly desire that every
one of you continue in your diligence in living for
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the Lord, so that to the very end of your life here
on earth you will have every reason to be firmly
persuaded that the hope you have will be fulfilled.
2You must not be lazy and sluggish;* but you
must follow the example of those who are indeed
in the process of inheriting the promises of God
thru both faith and long-suffering endurance.

The Certainty of God’s Promise

3When God made His promise to Abraham, He
made a vow to do what He had promised. And
because there was no one greater to call on as a
witness, He made a vow in His own name.?

14 You can be absolutely sure, He told Abraham, that
in the way I am continually blessing you now, I
will also bless you in the future. When I promise
that you will be multiplied, you will indeed be
multiplied, with great numbers of descendants.®

5And that happened. After Abraham had
patiently endured all kinds of disappointments, he
finally obtained what God had promised.

1When a person makes a solemn vow, he uses
the name of someone greater than himself to
guarantee his promise. And the vow settles the
matter.

17So when God wanted to give absolute proof to
those to whom He had given the promise, that He
would surely do what He had said, He solemnly
vowed to keep His promise.

1880 now, those of us who have run to God for
safety to take hold of the hope of eternal life which
He has promised us, can continue to be greatly
encouraged by the fact that both God’s promise
and His vow are two things that cannot change,
because God cannot lie.

YThis sure hope we have of being saved and
being with God is like an anchor for the soul. Tt
has fastened itself both firmly and securely right
into the very heart of God in Heaven.

2 And Jesus has gone there ahead of us® as our
High Priest forever, just like Melchizedek.

Melchizedek, a Picture of Christ

This Melchizedek, you see, was both king of
Salem and a priest of the Most High God. As

6:2a Hebrews 9:10.

6:6a Translations which include an “if” in this
phrase are incorrect. There is no conditional par-
ticiple in the Greek text. Sadly, this refers to persons
who have actually fallen away.

6:9a The word of warning pointing to safety and
completeness must be spoken in time. A friend who
wounds you because of his love for you, is a faith-

Jul friend indeed. Proverbs 27:6. Even as a doctor
or dentist must at times wound you and cause
much pain in order to bring healing, a true friend
must at times point out error in belief or action in
order to bring you healing and forgiveness from
God for the sake of your eternal soul.

6:9b The writer is confident of better things from
you, but not from them.
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Abraham was returning from the battle in which
he had defeated many kings, Melchizedek met him
and blessed him.

2Abraham then gave Melchizedek a tenth of
everything he had taken in battle. First of all,
Melchizedek means king of righteousness. He is
also called king of peace, which is the meaning of
king of Salem, the city of which he was king,

3There is no record of his father or mother, nor
of any other ancestor. Nor is there a record of his
birth or death. But just like the Son of God, he has
been appointed to be a priest forever.2

Just think how great this man is, when even
Abraham, our great ancestor, gave him one tenth
of everything he’d taken in battle.

5Now the Law of Moses requires that the descen-
dants of Levi, who became the priests, are to be
given a tenth of all that the rest of the people earn.
They are to receive this from their brothers, even
though they have all descended from Abraham.

¢But Melchizedek, who was not a descendant of
Levi, still received a tenth from Abraham and then
blessed Abraham, who had received such amazing
promises directly from God.

7And it's always true that the more important
person blesses the one who is less important.

81n the one case, the tenth is given to men who
die, but in regard to Melchizedek we are told that
he continues to live.

°In a sense, even the Jewish priests who collect
the tenth today, paid the tenth thru Abraham,

because even though they weren’t yet born,
they were in the genes of Abraham when
Melchizedek met him.

1180 if we could have been made perfect by
means of the Jewish priesthood, under which the
people received the benefits of the Law, what fur-
ther need would there have been for another priest
to come in the same distinctive class as
Melchizedek, instead of thru Aaron?®

12 Also, if the priesthood has been changed, that
means we must now be under a different law.

3Because our Lord, of whom these things are
spoken, belongs to another tribe. And no one has
ever officiated at the altar from that tribe.
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11¢’s clear that our Lord came from the tribe of
Judah, and Moses said nothing about men from
that tribe serving as priests.

5And even greater proof that we’re now under a
new system is the fact that a different Person is
now serving as High Priest, One who resembles
Melchizedek.

The power of His authority did not come to
Him by being born into the family of a priest, as
required by the Law, but because His life can never
be brought to an end.

7Because thru David God declares,

You are a Priest forever, in the same distinctive
class as Melchizedek.?

850 the former arrangement given by God to
Moses has now been cancelled, because it was
weak, and actually useless.?

91n fact, the Law of Moses never made anyone
right with God. But now it has been replaced by a
much better plan, a plan which gives us a deep
assurance of an absolute and confident hope, by
which we are able to come joyfully and humbly
into the very presence of God.

2And just think how meaningful it is that God
made a vow when He declared that Jesus would be
His High Priest.

*'He never made a vow concerning any other
priest. But He did make a vow when He said to His
Son,

I, the Lord, have vowed, and I will not change My
mind, You are a Priest forever in the same distinc-
tive class as Melchizedek.?

2Because of this vow, Jesus has become the guar-
antee of a far better covenant agreement.

BUnder the old agreement, there were many
High Priests, because death stopped them from
continuing to serve.

%But Jesus lives on forever, so He will never sur-
render His priesthood to someone else.

8o for all time to come, He is able to continue
saving those who are coming to God thru Him,
because He will always be alive to plead for them
before God.

%And that’s the kind of High Priest we need—
One who is holy, without the slightest taint of guilt,

6:12a ... in your desire to make real progress in
your living to please the Lord and in effectively
serving Him. And this you will do if you always
keep the end results in view.

6:13a Genesis 22:16-17.

6:14a Genesis 22:17.

6:20a ... and is pleading our case before God. ...

7:3a Melchizedek is really a mystery. He is con-

sidered a type of Christ, and some believe He actu-
ally was the preincarnate Christ.

7:4a Genesis 14:1-20.

7:11a Aaron (of the tribe of Levi) was chosen by
God to be the first High Priest of Israel.

7:18a See 10:1-4,11.

7:17,21a Psalm 110:4.

7:26a ... at the very throne of God.
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unstained by sin, never joining sinners in their
selfish plans, goals, or forbidden or questionable
pleasures, and One who is exalted higher than the
highest heavens.?

?7Unlike other High Priests, He doesn’t need to
offer up sacrifices day after day, first for His own
sins and then for the sins of the people. When He
offered up Himself on the cross, He offered up a
sacrifice to God just once, which is of sufficient
excellence and worth to rid the human race of all
guilt for all time to come.

%50n the other hand, the Law appoints men as
High Priests who are weak and sinful. But God’s
vow, which was made after the Law was given,
appoints the Son, which gives us a perfect arrange-
ment with a perfect High Priest forever.

Jesus Our High Priest

The key point of what we are saying is this: We

do indeed have the High Priest about whom
I've been speaking, and right now He is seated in
Heaven, in the place of highest honor, at the right
hand of the throne of God, the Supreme Power.

?He is serving as High Priest in the Most Holy
Place in the true tabernacle in Heaven, which was
erected by the Lord, not by man.

3Every High Priest is given the assignment of
offering both gifts and sacrifices. So it was neces-
sary that this One should also have something to
offer.

“1f He were on earth, there would be no way that
He could be a priest, since certain men have
already been appointed to offer gifts required by
the Jewish Law.

5But they serve in a Temple that’s only a model
or shadow of the real Temple in Heaven. That's
why Moses was given strict orders by God when he
was about to build the tabernacle. God told him,

Be sure you make everything exactly like the pat-
tern you were shown on the mountain.®

But the priestly work that Jesus has now been
given to do is far superior to the work given the
other priests. The covenant agreement of which
He is the Mediator is also far greater than the old
one, because it’s based on far better promises.

"Now if there had been nothing wrong with the
first agreement with God, there would have been
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no need for a second one.
$But God Himself found fault with the old one,
and thru Jeremiah He said,
Listen to Me, the Lord says, because the time is
coming when I will make a new agreement with
the people of Israel and with the people of Judah.
? 1t will not be like the agreement I made with their
ancestors, when I took them by the hand and led
them out of Egypt. They didn’t keep their part of
My agreement, so I stopped taking care of them.

10 But this is the kind of agreement I will make with
the people of Israel in time to come: T will put My
laws into their minds and write them upon their
hearts. Then I will indeed be their God, and they
will be My people.

11 None of them will then need to teach his neighbor
or his brother or sister, saying, Let me tell you
about the Lord, because they will all know Me,
from the least of them to the greatest.

12 Because I will be merciful to them in spite of all
the wrong they have done, and I will no longer
remember their sins nor their lawless deeds.?

3By calling this a new agreement, God made the

first one obsolete. And whatever is obsolete and
growing old will soon disappear.

The Old Agreement

Now even the first agreement had regulations
as to how to worship, and an earthly building
for worship.

*Because an elaborate tent® was constructed,
with two rooms. In the first room were the lamp-
stand and a table with loaves of bread on it that
were dedicated to God. This room was called the
Holy Place.

3Behind a large, heavy curtain was a second
room, called the Most Holy Place.

“In this room were the golden altar on which
incense was burned, and the ark® of the agree-
ment, which was a wooden chest totally covered?
with gold. Inside the ark were the gold jar con-
taining manna, Aaron’s rod that had sprouted
leaves,© and the two tablets of stone on which God
had written His Ten Commandments.

5Above the ark were the two cherubim? facing
each other, (representing the glory of God’s pres-
ence there), with their wings meeting and over-

8:5a Exodus 25:40.

8:12a Jeremiah 31:31-34. If God will forgive
Israel, won't He likewise forgive your sins if you call
upon Him and surrender your will to Him so you
might be born again? John 3:1-21.

9:2a Or tabernacle.

9:4a Exodus 25:10-22.

9:4b ... both inside and out ...

9:4¢ Numbers 16 and 17.

9:5a Figures of two angels made out of ham-
mered gold. Exodus 25:18-20; 37:7-9.

9:8a ... into God's presence ...
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shadowing the place of mercy. But this is not the
time to go into detail about these matters.

SWhen all of these things had been arranged in
this way, the priests then entered the first room
every day, to minister there.

"But only the High Priest entered the second
room. And he went there only once a vear, but
never without blood, which he offered to God for
himself and for the people for sins they had com-
mitted in ignorance.

8By this arrangement, the Holy Spirit was show-
ing that the way into the Most Holy Place® had not
yet been opened to the people as long as the origi-
nal tent? was God’s arrangement for man to reach
out to Him.

But this symbolic arrangement was only for
that time, because neither the gifts nor the sacri-
fices, which were offered repeatedly, could ever
clear the conscience of the one who offered them.

10Qther provisions of the agreement dealt main-
ly with what was lawful to eat and drink, and with
various purification ceremonies. There were also
regulations concerning the body, all of which were
imposed on them until the time when God would
open up the new way into His presence.?

The New Agreement

Byt when Christ came on the scene as High
Priest of the excellent plan we now have? He
entered into a far greater and more perfect Tem-
pled which is not man-made—and which is not
even a part of God’s creation that we can present-
ly see.

2And He did not bring in with Him the blood of
goats and calves.® He entered the Most Holy Place
of All with His own blood. And He did this only
once, which is enough for all time to come. By
doing this He ransomed us, obtaining an eternal
pardon from God for us.P

BUnder the Jewish Law, people who become
unclean for various reasons are not fit to worship
God. But they will be considered clean, if they are
sprinkled with the blood of sacrificed bulls and
goats and the ashes of a heifer.?

YBut think of how much more is accomplished
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by the blood that Christ shed for you! Thru the
eternal Spirit He offered Himself to God as a
blameless sacrifice without blemish. So now He is
able to thoroughly cleanse your conscience from
the things you have done that lead to death, so that
you may now serve the everliving God!

5That's why He is the One who is now able to
successfully plead for us before God under the new
agreement. It’s also by means of His death that
those who accepted God’s invitation to life under
the first agreement are now ransomed from the
penalty of their sins, and obtain the fulfillment of
the promise of an eternal inheritance with God.2

161n fact, when God made this agreement it was
like making a will. And when someone writes a
will, the one who makes it must die before it goes
into effect.

171t becomes effective only after it can be proved
that the one who made it has died. What it
promises can never be claimed while the one who
made it is still alive.

8That's why even the first agreement was put
into effect with blood, indicating that there had
been a death.®

9 First, Moses read out loud every commandment
of the Law to all the people. Then he took the
blood of bulls and goats, mixed with water, and
using a sprig of hyssop plant and some bright red
wool, he sprinkled it on both the book from which
he had read, and on all the people.

©Then he said,

This is the blood which seals the agreement that
God has commanded you to obey.2

2'He also sprinkled blood on the tent and on
everything there that was used in the worship cer-
emonies.

2According to the Law, almost everything must
be purified by blood. In fact, there is no forgive-
ness of sins unless blood has been shed.

Our Sins Can Now Be Purged by the Shed
Blood of Christ's Suffering and Death For Us

Bt was necessary then that even the models of
the heavenly originals should be purified by such
sacrifices. But the heavenly things themselves

9:8b ... and later the Temple ...

9:10a ... by means of Jesus Christ.

9:11a Or of the good things to come. Both are
true.

9:11b ... in Heaven ...

9:12a ... as a sacrifice, and to sprinkle on the
mercy seat.

9:12b Psalm 103:10-12; Micah 7:18-19.

9:13a ... that'’s been sacrificed as a burnt offer-

ing.

9:15a So even those who believed God and sacri-
ficed animals to Him under the old agreement are
saved now by the shed blood of Jesus. These people
believed and obeyed God, and God has honored
their faith.

9:18a Implied.

9:20a Exodus 24:8.
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must be purified by much better sacrifices than
these.

%That’s why Christ did not go into a holy place
made by human hands, one that was a mere model
of the true one, but into the Most Holy Place of All,
in Heaven itself. And He’s there now, appearing in
the very presence of God on our behalf,

% That doesn’t mean that Christ must offer Him-
self as a sacrifice over and over again, like the
High Priest, who enters the Most Holy Place every
year with the blood of an animal.

26 1f that were the case, Christ would have had to
suffer many times since the creation of the world.
But instead, He has clearly revealed Himself to us
only once, in the final age of the ages, to make it
possible for God to forgive us our sins® by sacrific-
ing Himself.

%7 And God has determined that we mortals are to
die just once. After that we must all stand before
Him for judgment.®

%In the same way, God offered Christ as a sacri-
fice only once, to suffer and die for the sins of
many. When He comes again, He will not come to
deal with sin, but to finalize the salvation of all
who are eagerly and patiently waiting for Him.?
1 Actually, the Jewish Law is only a sketchy

outline of the good things that were to
come to us later thru Christ—not the very things
themselves. Because the sacrifices under the Law,
which they offer again and again, year after year,
can never make those people perfect who draw
near to worship God.
21f those sacrifices were effective, wouldn’t they
have stopped offering them? Because the wor-
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shipers, having once been purified, would have felt
no further guilt for their sins.

SBut year after vear, those sacrifices are an

annual reminder to the people of their sins,

“because it is not possible for the blood of bulls

and goats to remove the guilt of sins.

5For that reason, when Christ was about to come

into the world, He said to God,
It was not Your plan or intention to be satisfied
with animal sacrifices and other offerings. But
You have prepared a body for Me to offer to You in
sacrifice.

¢ Even whole animals burned on the altar, and
other offerings offered as sacrifices for sins, gave
You no satisfaction.

7 Then 1 said, Look! I have come to do exactly what
You want Me to do, O God, just as it is written
about Me in Your Holy Book.2

$Notice that He first said, “Animal sacrifices and
other offerings, and even entire animals offered as
burnt offerings, and other sacrifices for sin, gave
You no satisfaction.” (He said this even though the
Law required that these sacrifices be made repeat-
edly.)

9Then He said, “Look! I have come to do exact-

ly what You want Me to do, O God.” By Christ
doing what He did, God did away with the first
agreement in order to firmly set up in its place the
second one.

1080 by God’s will, we are freed from the guilt of
our sins by the once-for-all-time sacrifice that
Jesus made for us.

Under the old agreement, every priest stands
day after day performing his religious duties and
offering the same sacrifices time after time— sac-

9:26a By His sacrifice, He made it possible for God
to offer us mercy. It is now both legal and right for
God to forgive us, because our Creator has become
one of us, and has suffered and died as a sacrifice to
God because of our sins. He suffered and died in
our place.

9:27a This Scripture definitely refutes the teach-
ing of reincarnation. It very definitely states that
we mortals die just once, and next comes the judg-
ment. 1t’s just as plain as that.

9:28a Who will be included among the saved
when Christ returns? The key words here are all
who are eagerly and patiently waiting for Him.
This is another instance where the Bible teaches
that the faith of one who would gain Heaven must
be a faith that is vibrantly alive and active. No other
faith will do.

10:7a Psalm 40:6-8. (Septuagint translation).

10:15a Jeremiah 31:31-34, just quoted in 8:8-12.

10:16a Jeremiah 31:33.

10:17a Jeremiah 31:34.

10:19a ... and fellowship with God in praise,
meditation, and petition.

10:20a This refers to the heavy curtain hung in
the Temple, separating the Holy Place from the
Most Holy Place where God resides.

10:21a Each true follower of the Lord is a house
of God, where God lives. See 3:6; John 14:21-23; 1
Corinthians 3:16-17; Revelation 3:20. But in this
case it seems that Paul is speaking of the followers
of Christ in their corporate identity as a household
and family of God. See also Ephesians 2:19-22.

10:22a This refers to baptism, and what it means.
See Romans 6:1-8.

10:24-25a As Christians we are to be truly con-
cerned about one another. 1t is taken for granted
that if a person is a Christian he is trusting in the
Lord for the forgiveness of his sins. Our main
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rifices which can never free the people from the
guilt of their sins.

12 Jesus, however, offered one sacrifice for sins, an
offering that is effective forever! Then He sat down
at the right hand of God.

3 Ever since then, He continues to wait until God
will put His enemies under His power, even as a
footstool under His feet.

14By that one sacrifice, then, He has made perfect
forever those who are being purified from sin.

15The Holy Spirit also says this in the Scripture
we just quoted,® when He said,

16 This is the kind of agreement I will make with My
people in the future, the Lord says. I will put My
laws upon their hearts, and I will write them upon
their minds.2

7Then He added,

I will no longer remember their sins nor their law-
less deeds.?

18 The point is, because ample provision has now

been made for the forgiveness of sins, there is no
longer any need for more sacrifices.

A Most Serious Call to Persevere

9 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, with utmost
confidence we are each of us now able to person-
ally enter the Most Holy Place of All, in Heaven,
because of the blood that Jesus shed for us.2

»He dedicated a new and living way thru the
curtain, giving His own torn body as our means
of entry into the very presence of God.

21'We have such a great High Priest ruling over
the house of God!?

2280 let us continually draw near to God with a
sincere heart, and with faith that is full of assur-
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ance that our hearts have indeed been sprinkled
with the blood of Jesus, to cleanse us from all the
evil of which our conscience convicted us, and that
our bodies have been washed with pure water.2

BLet us, then, without ever wavering, keep hold-
ing firmly to the hope we have, because God can
be fully trusted to keep His promise.

%And we should continue to be truly concerned
about one another, to help stimulate each other to
show love, and to be active in doing good deeds.

% Also, don’t give up meeting together with other
followers of the Lord, as some are in the habit of
doing, But let’s continue to meet and encourage
one another, and even to increase doing so as we
see the awesome Day approaching,?

%Because if we willfully make a practice of
ignoring God and living in sin after taking hold of
the knowledge of the truth, there no longer
remains a sacrifice for sins!

27All that one can then look forward to is an
inescapable, fearful judgment, which will be a ter-
rifying judgment of raging fire that will continual-
ly feed upon? the enemies of God.

%0n the evidence given by two or three witness-
es, anyone who refuses to obey the Law of Moses is
to be put to death without mercy.?

¥What, then, about the person who has trampled
under foot the Son of God, who now considers the
blood of the new agreement by which he had been
cleansed and purified as being worthless, thereby
insulting the mercy shown him by the Holy Spirit?
How much greater and more severe punishment
do you suppose such a person will deserve?

3 Because we know who it was who said,

It is My responsibility to inflict punishment. T will

emphasis among fellow Christians must be to
encourage each other to continue in love and fo be
active in doing good deeds. This is the emphasis
that is needed.

We need to encourage each other to truly love our
God, by emphasizing the need to spend time with
Him in prayer and in reading His word. Only in this
way can a follower of the Lord receive the necessary
spiritual strength and challenge. Then, and only
then, can any of us be effective in telling others
about Him. Our doing good deeds should include
all of our service to God and man, both in the area
of the material as well as the spiritual.

But it is impossible to encourage one another in
these matters unless we get together. Paul stresses
the need for getting together, especially as you see
the awesome Day approaching. He is speaking
here of the Day of the Lord, the time when the earth
will be judged by the Lord, which will immediately

precede our Lord’s coming to reign on the earth.
Certainly the signs today are many in this regard.
E

No doubt the day is soon coming when true Chris-
tians will not be allowed to meet together in
churches. This is already true in some countries.
The church began in the homes of the believers. It
will no doubt return to the homes. But these home
meetings can be just as precious and alive as any
large church service has ever been. Maybe more so.

The Christian who stays away from the worship
services of his church obviously has little interest in
the Kingdom of Christ, and feels no need for spiri-
tual encouragement. He is in the process of sur-
rendering the good fight that needs to be fought in
living the Christian faith. Final surrender occurs
without his realizing it. The person still imagines
himself to be a Christian; but he only fools him-
self—a subtle danger which the Bible warns
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indeed repay those who are guilty.2
And again,
The Lord will judge even His own people.?

31Tt is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of
the everliving God!?

32 But continue to remember how it was when
you were first illuminated by the Great News. You
stood your ground, and endured fierce opposition
and suffering.

3 There were times when you were made a pub-
lic spectacle, being ridiculed and scornfully
attacked with verbal abuse. You were also beaten,
and persecuted in other ways. At other times you
experienced further ill-treatment when you
defended others who were being treated this way.

3%You even stood up for me and helped me when
I was in jail? And when your possessions were
plundered and taken from you, you joyfully
allowed that to happen,? because you know that
God has promised you far superior possessions in
Heaven that no one can ever take from you.

% 80 don’t ever cast aside this boldness and con-
fidence you have in the Lord and in all that lies
ahead for you. Such great rewards await you!

%But it’s just as important, and in fact, it’s
absolutely necessary that you patiently persevere,?
so that after you have done all that God wants you
to do, you may receive what He has promised.

37Because as the Scripture says,

In just a little while, the One who is coming will
indeed come. He won’t waste any time when it's
time for Him to come.2

38 Now the one who gains right standing with God

will be made alive spiritually by the fact that he
believes both what God has promised and com-
manded.® But if he shrinks back, he will no
longer continue in God’s favor.P
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¥But we're not among those who turn back and
are destroyed,® but of those who steadfastly
believe? and are saved.

The Honor Roll of the Faithful
1 True faith is having complete confidence
in the fact that what you are hoping for

will positively happen. It's being absolutely cer-
tain about things you haven’t yet seen.

*That’s the kind of faith by which our ancestors
were able to please God.

3It’s by faith that we accept the fact that God
spoke the universe into existence. So God did not
make the things we now see from things that can
be seen by the human eye.

+With confident faith, Abel offered a sacrifice
that was more pleasing to God than the sacrifice
offered by Cain. By doing so, he obtained assur-
ance that He was right with God, because God gave
him proof of that by accepting his sacrifice. And
what Abel did by faith continues to speak volumes,
even though he’s been dead now for a long time.2

SBecause of the kind of faith Enoch had, God
took him to Heaven without dying. The record
states that he couldn’t be found anywhere, because
God had taken him.2 Before God took him, it was
common knowledge that here was a man whose
main goal in life was to please God in everything,

STn fact, it’s impossible to please God at all with-
out faith.® Anyone who comes to God must believe
with absolute certainty that there is such a Being
as God, and that those He rewards are those who
sincerely and most diligently seek Him.b

"Noah was warned by God about things that had
never happened before.2 And by faith, in deep
respect for what God had told him, he built a large
ship in order to save his family? The demonstrat-

against frequently and urgently.

Millions of “Christians”, satisfied with their
“Christian experience” (all in the past) and lazy
and indifferent toward Christ and His Church, are
in desperate need of examining themselves to see
whether or not they really are in the faith. 2
Corinthians 13:5. Love for the world is the path of
compromise, and it ends in disaster!

10:27a Revelation 14:10-11; 20:10b.

10:28a Deuteronomy 17:1-7.

10:30a Deuteronomy 32:35.

10:30b Deuteronomy 32:36. The mere fact that
they are His people will not save them from pun-
ishment if they deserve it. See Ezekiel 20:37-38.

10:31a ... to be judged by Him.

10:34a ... because of my witness for Christ.

10:34b Matthew 5:11-12; Luke 6:23-24; Acts 5:41.

10:36a 1t is certainly implied here that God’s
promises to the believer will not be fulfilled unless
we are patient in continuing to do what God’s will
is for us, and unless we are patient in enduring the
trials and tribulations that will come to everyone
who takes a firm stand for Christ. Surely, the
prospect of such great rewards should encourage
each of us to steadfast endurance.

Remember the warning of our Lord when He said,
Not everyone who repeatedly calls me ‘Lord’ will
enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who
practice obedience to my Father in Heaven will.
Matthew 7:21. See Colossians 1:23, and note.

10:37a Even though Christ’s coming may seem
long delayed, it is only a little while when compared
with an endless eternity. He will soon be here. So
let us hourly keep the goal in mind. We are to use
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ed faith that Noah lived and preached® served as a
condemnation to the rest of the world. And by
means of that obedient faith, he gained right
standing with God.

8By faith Abraham obeyed God when God told
him to go out to the place which He would later on
give Abraham as his own. He obeyed God and
went, even though he didn’t know where he was
going,

9By faith he lived as a foreigner in the Promised
Land, living in tents, as Isaac and Jacob did also,
who were heirs with him. Later on, they too,
received the same promise from God.

10 Abraham was satisfied to live humbly in this
way because he was looking forward to the great
and beautiful city that has foundations, whose
architect and builder is God.2

1Tt was also by faith that Sarah received strength
to become pregnant and give birth to a child, even
when she was far too old to have children, because
she believed that God could and would do what He
had promised.?

1280 from one man—a man who was dead as far
as his being able to father children was con-
cerned—have come as many descendants as there
are stars in the sky, and as countless as the grains
of sand on the seashore.

BAIl these people were still believing God’s
promises when they died. They hadn’t yet received
the fulfillment of them, but by faith they could see
them happening far off in the future. They were
absolutely sure of them and clung to them, and
told everyone that they were foreigners and only
temporary residents on planet earth.

“Now those who say such things make it very
plain that they are continually seeking, by careful
endeavor, to reach their real home in Heaven.2
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151t is certainly true that if they had been longing
for the country they came out of, they no doubt
could have found a way to get back there.

15But that wasn’'t what they wanted. They were
longing for a much better country—one that's in
the heavens. That’s why God isn’t ashamed to be
called their God. So He has prepared a great and
beautiful city for them,?

7And when God tested Abraham, by faith he
obeyed and offered up Isaac. Even after he had
finally received the special son that God had
promised him, he willingly began to offer him as a
sacrifice?

15_the very one of whom God had said,

It is thru Isaac that you will have the descendants
I promised.2

YHe believed that God was able to raise Isaac up
again even after he was dead, and in a sense, that's
what happened.

By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau about
their future.

1By faith Jacob blessed each of Joseph’s two sons
when he was about to die, as he leaned upon the
top of his staff and worshiped God.

2When Joseph was about to die, by faith he
spoke about the time when the people of Israel
would leave Egypt, and he gave instructions about
what was to be done with his body at that time.

BWhen Moses was born, his parents hid him for
three months when they saw what an extremely
beautiful child he was. They had faith in God, and
weren’t afraid to disobey the king’s order.

%When Moses had grown up, because of his faith
in God’s promises, he refused to be called the son
of the king’s daughter.?

% He chose to be mistreated along with the peo-
ple of God rather than to enjoy the very temporary

the brief years of our lives here for His glory, for our
own preparation to meet Him, and for the task of
preparing others to meet Him. From that moment
on we will be with the Lord forever! 1 Thessaloni-
ans 4:17. But until that glorious Day, there is work
to be done and a life to be lived for Christ.

10:38a See Galatians 3:11 note.

10:38b Habakkuk 2:3-4.

10:39a Revelation 14:11; 20:10,14-15.

10:39b John 8:31; Acts 14:22; Colossians 1:23.

11:4a Abel could have this kind of faith because
He was evidently sacrificing what God told him to.
We must likewise obey God and give Him what He
requires of us.

11:5a Genesis 5:24.

11:6a ... faith ¢n His trustworthiness, His truth,
His wisdom, and His promises.

11:6b ... and let Him know in no uncertain
terms how truly in earnest you really are. God is
not moved by mildly interested people. Matthew
7.7-8; Luke 11:5-13; 18:1-8; James 5:16b.

11:7a And there was absolutely no evidence that
they ever would happen.

11:7b Genesis 6:1 to 8:22.

11:7¢ 2 Peter 2:5.

11:10a Revelation 21:9 to 22:5.

11:11a Genesis 18:1-14; 21:1-2.

11:14a 2 Peter 1:10-11.

11:16a Revelation 21:2-22:5.

11:17a ... when God stopped him. Genesis 22:1-
19. The word gffer here is in the imperfect tense,
which shows action in process, but not completed.

11:18a Genesis 21:12.

11:24a This happened when he was 40 years of
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pleasures of sin.

%Because of his staunch belief in the promised
Messiah, he looked upon being publicly cursed
and criticized as being of far greater value than all
the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking for-
ward to the indescribable rewards® God has
promised those who are faithful to Him.

27When Moses finally led the people of God out of
Egypt, he did so by faith. He had no fear of what
the angry king could do to him* By faith he con-
quered every obstacle, because he knew that the
God he could not see was right there with him,

By faith he followed God’s instructions about
the Passover and the sprinkling of blood on the
doorframes, so that the angel who was to destroy
the firstborn children of Egypt would not destroy
the firstborn children in the families of Israel.

By faith the people of Israel trusted God and
walked thru the Red Sea as easily as if they were on
dry ground. But when the Egyptians tried it, they
were all drowned.

3 Because of their faith in what God would do,
the walls of Jericho came down after the people
had marched around them for seven days.

31By faith the harlot Rahab didn’t die with those
in her city who refused to obey God, because she
welcomed and helped the Israeli spies.?

32What more needs to be said! I don’t have time
to write about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah,
David, Samuel, and all the prophets.

3Thru faith they conquered kingdoms. By doing
what was right and pleasing to God, they reached
out and gained possession of what God had
promised them.

%They shut the mouths of hungry lions?
quenched the power of raging flames? and
escaped being killed by the swords of their ene-
mies. Although they were weak, God enabled them
to perform exploits that called for power way
beyond their own strength. They became brave
and powerful in battle, turning the foreign invad-
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ing armies to flight.

5Thru the faith of their prophets, women

received their dead loved ones raised back to life.

Other men of God were severely tortured,
choosing to suffer and die rather than disobey God
in order to be free. They believed that by remain-
ing faithful to God, they would be raised to a much
better life later on.

36Some were scornfully treated with contempt
and severely whipped. Others were chained in jail.

378till others were killed by a barrage of stones
being hurled at them. Others were sawed in two,
and some were tempted by their captors to
renounce their faith, and when they refused, they
were put to death by the sword. Some went about
their ministry in skins of sheep and goats, being
destitute, persecuted, and mistreated.

%The world wasn’t worthy of them. They wan-
dered in deserts and mountains, and sought shel-
ter in caves and holes in the ground.

¥But even though all of these gained God’s
approval because of their genuine faith, they did
not in their lifetime receive what God had
promised.

“Because God was looking ahead and seeing
something far better happening for all of us. For
that reason, those people of faith couldn’t be made
perfect before the event which also now makes us
perfect.2

Follow Jesus' Example
1 So because we are surrounded by such a
great cloud of faithful witnesses? let us
also throw aside all the dead weight that keeps
holding us back. We must especially do so with
whatever sin it is that would so easily get us all
entangled and trip us up. Let us give our full and
undivided attention to the race marked out for us,
running hard, with strong determination and
unyielding endurance, until we finally reach the
finish line,

age.

11:26a Psalm 16:11.

11:27a He did fear the anger of the king the first
time he left Egypt. Exodus 2:11-15.

11:28a Exodus 12:1-32.

11:31a The others in Jericho knew as much about
the great deliverance of Israel from Egypt as Rahab
did, but they loved their sin and didn’t want to
acknowledge or obey God. Rahab believed and
obeyed by helping the two spies. Joshua 2:1-24;
6:22-23.

11:34a Daniel 6:1-28.

11:34b Daniel 3:1-30.

11:40a We can all now be brought into perfect
relationship with God, because of the suffering and
death that Jesus the Son of God endured for us.

12:1a ... those mentioned above, and multi-
tudes of others who are watching us from Hea-
en,. ..
12:2a Primary meaning of the word is leader,
ruler, prince. Secondary meaning, one who begins
something, as first in a series, and thus supplies the
power. Third meaning is originator, founder. So
the evident meaning here is, Jesus is the first and
the last as an example of faith, or of One who had
total confidence in God.
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2 And we must constantly keep our eyes fixed on
Jesus, because He’s our Leader and the Perfecter
of our faith—the Supreme Example of a Man of
faith, who finished His race in a blaze of glory! As
He looked ahead and saw the joy that was waiting
for Him at the end of His race, He willingly
endured being nailed to a cross, and utterly
despised all the shame connected with it. Now He
is seated at the right hand of the throne of God!

3You also need to constantly remember how He
put up with so much hatred from sinners, so that
you won’t get discouraged and give up.

“None of you have vet struggled in your fight
against sin to the extent of being killed!

50r have you forgotten the encouraging words
that God speaks to you as His children?

My child, don’t think of the punishments that
come from the Lord as being of little value. And
don’t get discouraged when He scolds you.

¢ Because the Lord corrects those He loves. He

severely whips® everyone He receives as His
child.?

"You are to patiently endure hardship as being
good discipline. God is dealing with you as any
father should deal with his own child. Because
what child is there who isn’t disciplined and cor-
rected by a loving father?

8In fact, if you are not punished when you do
wrong (because God does discipline all His chil-
dren when they disobey Him), then you are illegit-
imate, and not a child of God at all.

9Then too, we respected our human fathers
when they corrected us. Should we not then in a
much greater way be in submission to the One
who in the full and supreme sense is our Father,
and as a result live eternally?

0Qur human fathers punished us in the way
they thought best for us, for our good in this brief
life. But God punishes us for our eternal good, so
that we may finally become just like Him in nature
and character.
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'No punishment is a pleasant experience while
it's taking place. On the contrary, it's a miserable
experience. But afterwards, the one who has been
trained by it reaps the profitable reward of know-
ing how to live in a way that is both right and
pleasing to God.

Get Going for God!

1280 lift up those hands that have been hanging
down, unused, and stretch those feeble, shaking
knees!

BClear all that rubbish out of the pathway on
which you're walking, so you won’t stumble and
also cause those who are weak to stumble because
of you! Then they may experience healing instead.

14Be diligent in trying to live at peace with every-
one. But especially continue to work at living a
holy life, because unless you are sincerely aiming
to please God in all things, you will not be with
Him in Heaven.?

15 Always be continually diligent as guardians of
each other, so that none of you fall short of receiv-
ing God’s wonderful, undeserved mercy. And be
most careful to make sure that no one be allowed
to bring in poisonous teachings that would allow
one to lead an unholy life. This could cause the
corruption and downfall of many.2

16Watch out that no one becomes involved in sex-
ual sin? or becomes a sensuous person like Esau,
who sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son
for a single meal.

7 Afterwards, as you know, when he wanted to
receive his father’s blessing, he was rejected. He
couldn’t get his father to change his mind even
though he tried desperately to do so, with tears.

8But you don’t have to approach God as the
Israelites did, coming to the mountain that could
be seen and touched, a mountain of blazing fire,
darkness, gloom, and storm.

YAIl of this, together with the loud, and ever
louder sound of the trumpet and the voice of com-

He occupied in this, as in all other things, the pre-
eminence, and He is the most complete model that
can be placed before us. The apostle had not count-
ed Him among those who had been distinguished
for their faith (ch 11), but he now refers to Him as
above them all—as a case that deserved to stand by
itself—From Bauer, Arndt, and Gingrich; and
Barnes Notes.

Christ has not géiven us our faith, as some trans-
lations imply here. All thru the Gospels Christ
teaches that we are the ones who must exercise
faith and believe. See Ephesians 2:8 note.

12:6a ... for the purpose of correction ...

12:6b Proverbs 3:11-12.

12:8a See Colossians 3:6 and note.

12:14a This verse likewise has to do with prophe-
cy because it deals with a very necessary essential
for one who wants to receive eternal life and be with
God. You will have no part in all the wonderful
future that God has planned for His own wnless you
are living a holy life. Here again we have those
who claim that we can have no holiness apart from
Christ. They say that all the holiness we have is the
holiness of Christ. So they claim it is all of faith—
all of grace. But in this regard we would encourage
you to read the notes on Philippians 3:9.
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mand, caused those who heard it to beg Moses to
ask God not to speak to them again.

®They were completely intimidated by God’s
command that,

If even an animal touches the mountain, it must
be stoned or killed with an arrow.2

21The sight was so terrifying that even Moses
said,

I was extremely afraid, and trembling.?

2 Instead, you have now come to Mount Zion, to
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,
where myriads of angels are joyfully gathered.

BYou've come to the joyful general assembly of
all who have a very special place in God’s heart,
whose names are written in Heaven. You've come
to God, the Judge of all people, and to the dwelling
place of the spirits of good people who have now
been made perfect.

%You've come to Jesus, the One who is able to
negotiate a renewed friendship between us and
God by means of the brand new agreement, whose
sprinkled blood has a better message than the
blood of Abel 2

% 80 make sure that you don’t refuse to listen to
the One?® who is now speaking to you. Because if
those who ignored the words of Moses, God’s rep-
resentative on earth, didn’t escape judgment, how
much greater is the certainty that we will not
escape if we turn away from the One* who came
from Heaven to speak to us.

% God’s voice shook the earth when He spoke at
Mount Sinai, but now He has promised,

One more time I will shake the earth in a most
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powerful way, and not only the earth but the heav-
ens to0o.2
?’Now the words one more time refer to the time
when the things that can be shaken apart—things
created—will be done away with, so that only the
things that cannot be shaken apart will remain.
%Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom
that cannot be destroyed, let us show our gratitude
by diligently serving God in a way that's altogeth-
er pleasing to Him. And let us do so with fearful
reverence.?
»Because? our God is indeed an all consuming
firet®

1 3 Keep loving one another as brothers and
sisters.
2And don’t neglect to show hospitality to
strangers. Some thru their hospitality have wel-
comed angels without even knowing it.
SRemember those in jail as if you were confined
in jail with them. And remember those being mis-
treated as if you were suffering with them.
“Marriage is to be highly regarded in every
respect, and husbands and wives must remain loy-
ally faithful to each other. God will definitely
judge adulterers and those who are in any way sex-
uvally immoral.®
5Don’t allow the love of money to get a grip on
you. Be content with what you have. Always
remember that God has promised,
There is no possibility whatever that I will ever
leave you, nor that I will ever abandon you.?
S0 with courage and confidence we are always

In regard to justification, we are justified (con-
sidered without fault by God) when we turn from
our sinning and accept His forgiveness for our sins
because of the sin-offering He made for us, when
Christ, His incomparable Son, died on the cross to
atone for our sins.

Two kinds of holiness are needed to gain eternal
life—credited, or imputed holiness, thru the death
of Jesus on the cross (enabling God to forgive the
sins of all who come to Him in faith and true repen-
tance), and personal holiness. See Philippians 2:12
and 13, and the notes.

EE

“Everyone will see God in the day of Judgment
(Revelation 1:7.), but to ‘see’ one is often used in
the sense of being with one, living with one, enjoy-
ing one. The principle stated here is one which is
never departed from in Scripture. Galatians 5:19-
21; Revelation 21:8,27.

“No one has ever been admitted to Heaven in his
sins, nor is it desirable that anyone ever should be.

Just as you exclude certain undesirable people from
your home, and as your city and state confine
thieves, murderers, etc. in prison, God will exclude
from Heaven all who have refused to obey His laws
and live a righteous life.

“How deeply concerned we should then be to
have this holiness which is indispensable to salva-
tion! Let’s not fool ourselves. We may have many
things—which are in themselves desirable—but
without this one thing we shall never see the Lord
in peace.”—Barnes’ Notes. See also Acts 20:20-21
note, and Revelation 20:6.

12:15a The writer here refers to Deuteronomy
29:18-29. He who accepts false teaching without
vigorously protesting is really cooperating in the
preaching and teaching of it!

12:16a See Ephesians 5:3 note.

12:20a Exodus 19:10-25.

12:21a Deuteronomy 9:19.

12:23a Literally the assembly of God's firstborn
— those who will share His glory.
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able to say,
The Lord is my helper!
So why should I be afraid of what mere mortals
can do to me??2

"Keep thinking about those who lead you and
have faithfully taught you the word of God. Care-
fully consider what the end result will be for those
who live the way they live. Imitate their kind of
faith.

8Jesus Christ is the same today as He was in ages
past, and He will forever be the same.

?Don’t be carried away by all kinds of strange
teachings, because it's a beautiful and morally
excellent truth that your heart receives forgiveness
and strength by trusting in God’s undeserved
mercy, not by avoiding certain foods. Obeying
such rules never gave anyone power over sin.

10We too have an altar,2 but those who still rely
on the sacrifices of the Jewish Law cannot be par-
takers of its benefits.

1The Jewish High Priest carries the blood of the
sacrificed animals into the Most Holy Place to offer
it as a sacrifice for sins. But the bodies of the ani-
mals are burned outside the camp.

2For this reason, Jesus also suffered outside the
city gate in order to purify the people with His own
blood.

1380 let us always be out there with Him, outside
the camp, sharing the abuse and shame He suf-
fered!

1“Because we don’t have any city here that will
last very long, but we earnestly and continually
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pursue a home in the one that’s coming.?

1550 for that reason, let us continually offer up to
God, thru Jesus, a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of
our lips being a thank offering to the name of our
God.

1But on the other hand, don’t forget to do good
to others, and share what you have with those in
need. God is truly pleased with such sacrifices.

170bey your spiritual leaders, and do what they
ask you to do,2 because they are always watching
out for your souls, as those who must give an
accounting before God.? Make it possible for them
to talk to God about you with joy, not with sadness.
A negative report from them would certainly not
do you any good!

8Keep on praying for us. We are sure that our
conscience is clear, because we try to do what’s
right at all times.

T ask that you pray especially that I may be
restored to you sooner than I would be under nor-
mal circumstances.

®Now may God, the source of all peace, equip
you with every good thing you need in order to do
His will.

211t is He who brought our Lord Jesus back from
the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, who by
His blood established the everlasting agreement.
May He continue to accomplish in and thru you,
thru the power of Jesus Christ, all that is pleasing
to Him—to whom be the glory forever and ever.
Amen!

2 My brothers and sisters, I trust you will consid-

12:24a The blood of Jesus offers forgiveness, while
the blood of Abel (Genesis 4:10) cried out for
revenge.

12:25a God is now speaking to us thru His Son,
Jesus. Those who turn away from Him, or lightly
regard what He says, or obey only what they wish to
obey, will have to deal with an angry God at the
judgment. There will be no escape, no changing of
God’s mind then. Be most diligent to make your
calling and election to salvation and eternal life
with God a sure thing! 2 Peter 1:10.

12:26a Tsaiah 13:13-14; Haggai 2:6, Matthew
24:7-8,29; Revelation 6:12-17; 11:13; 16:18.

12:28a ... with deep concern as to what God'’s
Judgment will be as He considers how we have
served Him.

12:29a ... besides being a God of mercy and
grace ...

12:29b The last warning here indicates that God
will judge and consume everything and everyone
who offends. If we know the truth, and only half-
heartedly obey God’s commands for this day, how

can we expect to escape? So we repeat the warning
and challenge of v 28, that you give serious atten-
tion fo serve God in a way that's pleasing to Him,
and that you do so with fearful reverence.

13:4a If you are unfaithful in your marriage, you
can be sure that God will judge you, even if no one
else does. You will pay a terrible price for unfaith-
fulness. Galatians 6:7.

13:5a Deuteronomy 31:6,8; Joshua 1:5; Psalm
118:6; Matthew 28:20; John 14:23.

13:6a Psalm 118:6-7.

13:10a The sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.

13:14a Revelation 21:9 to 22:5.

13:17a ... as long as what they ask you to do is
God-honoring and in obedience to the Lovd and
His word.

13:17b ... for the truthfulness of what they
taught you, and the zeal with which they taught,
If any of the sheep are lost, he must give an
accounting to the Chief Shepherd, and prove that
the blame did not lie with him.
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er carefully the words of instruction I've written
you. I have tried to be as brief as possible in what
I've said.

5Did you know that our brother Timothy has
been set free? If he comes here soon, I'll visit you
together with him.

%We send our greetings to all who are leaders,
and to all of you there who love the Lord. The
Lord’s followers here in Italy send you their greet-
ings.

% May God’s rich blessings be showered upon all
of you. So be it.

0 because we are surrounded by such a great cloud of
faithful witnesses;Tet us also throw aside all the dead weight that keeps holding
us back. We must especially do so with whatever sin it is that would so easily
get us all entangled and trip us up. Let us give our full and undivided atten-
tion to the race marked out for us, running hard, with strong determination and
unyielding endurance, until we finally reach the finish line.

2And we must constantly keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, because Hel our Leader,
and the Perfecter of our faith—the Supreme Example of a Man of faith, who fin-
ished His race in a blaze of glory! As He looked ahead and saw the joy that
was waiting for Him at the end of His race, He willingly endured being nailed
to a cross, and utterly despised all the shame connected with it. Now He is

seated at the right hand of the throne of God!
*You also need to constantly remember how He put up with so much hatred
from sinners, so that you won't get discouraged and give up.

S0 lift up those hands that have been hanging down, unused, and stretch
those feeble, shaking knees!

BClear out all that rubbish from the pathway on which you are waking, so you
won't stumble and also cause those who are weak to stumble because of you!
Then they may experience healing instead.

1“Be diligent in trying to live at peace with everyone. But especially continue
to work at living a holy life, because unless you are sincerely aiming to please
God in all things, you will not be with Him in Heaven.

—Hebrews 1213, 12-14
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